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epics. Though these two plays do not exist today, we have a clear evidence in this reference to the existence of* drama as a definite literary form in the second century B. C. Later, religion had a great influence in moulding the Sanskrit dramas. Hence the episodes chosen are mostly from the epics and the time chosen for staging are usually occasions of great rituals or religious festivals.
Attempts have been made by some to show that th* Sanskrit drama owes its origin to Greek influence* There are scholars who think that the Greek plays were staged in the courts of Greek princes in India and the Hindus copied their models. The use of the word Yavanika to indicate the curtain which screens off the green room is offered as an argument in support of this theory. Yavana girls are frequently introduced as assistants to the Hindu heroes in carrying their bows and arrows. These points cannot serve as valid reasons. Firstly since we have got a clear reference to the drama in the Mahabhashya, the drama ought to have been developed long before the second century B.C. The word Yavanika most probably refers not to the curtain itself but to the material of which it was made. Secondly since the Greeks them-selves do not seem to have had any curtain for their stage, the copying of the curtain from them is quite improbable. So it cannot be proved that the Sanskrit drama had its origin in Greek models. Besides, the term Nataka is derived from the native Sanskrit root *Nat\ (to dance) and this testifies to the native origin